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DIGGING DEEP 

  

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 

Text: Luke19:12-26 

INTRODUCTION 

The parable of the talents is about proper investment and trust. What is a talent? Talent is the 

natural aptitude or skill. According to NIV translation, it refers to “bags of gold” which 

represent a large sum of money, gifts, which are actually talents. This parable is an act of 

entrusting valuable assets to servant by the Master. Jesus’ parable was intended to 

communicate an important aspect of the kingdom and He urged us to use our abilities and gifts 

to serve God without reservation and the fear of taking risks. Joshua 1:9, Deut 31:6. Talents 

come in different ways and capacity e.g. some have talents of helping others, counselling, 

ushering, giving others their personal time, hospitality, taking care of children, singing, 

teaching, cleaning, encouraging, listening, gift of administration, etc. Talents are gifts which 

God has deposited into our lives to be blessings to people around us; especially in the Vineyard 

of God. What other talents/ gifts can you identify in the lives of people around you?  

 

LESSONS FROM THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 

1.  The gift is from the Master and it belongs to Him. 1 Cor 4: 7, James 1: 17 

2. We are God’s stewards, God has given us those gifts for the edification of His Body. We 

must use our gifts to the glory of God. Ephe 2: 10, 1 Cor 12: 4-7. 

3. God has invested in us, and He expects a good return on His investment. God is not pleased 

when we bear no fruit; a fruitless tree does not make a farmer glad. Jhn 15:5, 8; Matt. 21: 

19, Lk 19: 15-16 

4. The story of the talents is the story of good stewardship, being faithful in keeping God’s 

treasures, using them wisely and being profitable with them. Are you a profitable steward? 

Lk 19: 20-24, Col 3: 23-24 

5. The story of the talents is about accountability. Are you accountable as a Christian? 1 Cor 

2: 4 

6. The story tells us that as we are different, so do our gifts/ talents differ. We do not need to 

compare ourselves with others, or compete with others for attention; we just need to focus 

on the gifts He has given us, and use them profitably. Every servant who traded with his 

gift was rewarded by the Master except the one who did not do anything with his. The 

unprofitable servant received punishment from the Master. Lk 19: 26-27. 

7. The Master will come back for a full report from each of us. Lk 19: 15 

 

CONCLUSION 

As stewards of God’s gifts/ talents, we are called to be productive.  Our health, money, time 

and abilities have come from Him, and we are tasked with putting them to use to benefit the 

Kingdom. A time is coming when the Master will return to settle accounts, and then, it may be 

too late for those who refuse to use their talents. What talents has God given you? What are 

you doing with them? Are you a profitable steward of God’s gifts? 


